material continued at the foot of the opposite page as on pages 38, 39; 56, 57; 58, 59 This small book sets out to show what electron microscopy has so far contributed to the science of cardiology. The author points out that it is really a summ11ary of work up to date rathcr than a monograph, anid it is composed almost enltirely of his own research during the past ten years.
A brief introductory chapter on methods is followed by a systematic account of the specialized elements of the heart, the capillaries anid the nerve fibres. Much of the text is naturally descriptive and is illustrated by a large number of electron micrographs. Although these are uLsually of excellent quality, the labelling leaves something to be desired.
In the absence of knowledge of the exact functions of individual structures, the author is to be congratulated on suggestions as to their physiological role. For instance, he has devoted great attention to the number and structure of the sarcosomes, which are very numerous in cardiac muscle and relatively few in skeletal muscle. This may explain why cardiac muscle can work continuously without long periods of rest. The flight muscles of insects also have a large numllber of sarcosomes, presumably for a similar reason. It is suggested that there is a rich enzyme content of the sarcosomes which may prevent the accumiiulation of an excess of metabolic products. The author has also found sarcosomes in the endothelium of the capillaries and concludes that the exchange of substances between the blood and the muscle fibres entails much more 'activity' on the part of the endotheliumn than is generally supposed. He has failed to demonstrate any intercellular cenent between the endothelial cells of the capillary wall. So far relatively little work has been carried out on the ultrastructure of cardiac muscle and the author is therefore to be commended on the present account. As additional physiological and biochemical knowledge accumulates, this structural account will gain greatly in importance.
Illustrating Medicine and Surgery by Margaret C McLarty DAEd pp viii+ 158 illustrated 37s 6d Edinburgh & Lotndon: E & S LiAingstone Ltd 1960
In the Preface the author of this book explains that it was begun eleven years previously, the final result would appear to justify the time spent on it.
Margaret McLarty unlike a number of medical artists approves of the union or integration of the purely graphic with that of the photographic illustraition and this is made abundantly clear by the use of a mixture of these in this work. Indeed the author does not scorn to carry a camiera on somile of her missions to the operating theatres or elsewhere, when the fleeting view or transient phenomenon can be captured by the camera in a fraction of a second, to be translated later into a drawing.
The book is made up of 14 Chapters of 159 pages and contains 178 figures. At first sight this would appear to be a slender number of pages for a large subject, but the subject matter is fully comprehenmive and although an occasional repetition obtrudes itself, these lend accentuation to various points. Important chapters on equipment, lettering and charts will be especially useful to the newly formed department of medical illustration, which is also advised on the essential possession of an electric typewriter. The book is beautifully produced, a shining examlple of medical art, and the price should ensure a wide sale.
The Case Reports and Autopsy Records of Ambroise Pare compiled and edited by Wallace B Hnamby MD FACS translated from J P Malgaigne's 'Euvres Completes d'Ambroise Pare' Paris, 1840 pp xx--214 illustrated 52s Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomnas OxJord: Blackwtell Scientific Publications Ltd 1960 Dr Wallace Hamby has done well to collect the case-reports of the great Ambroise Pare, for reading this book is like attending a series of interesting clinical demonstrations. There is scarcely a dull moment from cover to cover of the book.
Ambroise Pare was a wise practitioner, a skilful and resourceful surgeon, and, to judge by some of the reports given here, something of a psychiatrist who in some instances obtained quick results with patients who suffered from obsessions or delusions. Pare even takes himself as a 'case' and describes fully how he directed the treatment of his own compound fracture of the bones of the leg. Though he practised four hundred years ago, there is much to be learnt from him to-day.
